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gexa) Crane Unison Call (Duet)

Tancho (A Special Natural Monument of Jap

Treasured since long ago, the tancho crane is among Japan’s
largest birds, with a wingspan of 2.4 meters. In the 1920s, they
became an endangered species, but thanks to conservation efforts
by the local people, there are now approximately 1,000 tancho
cranes, mostly centered upon the Kushiro Wetlands. In summer,
they live in wetlands, and in the winter, groups of about 100 to
200 cranes gather around human settlements in order to receive
food, offering a chance to witness their elegant dance up close.
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Q1: Do Hokkaido’s red-crowned cranes migrate from Siberia?
Al: No, they are year-round resident birds of Eastern Hokkaido.

Q2: How can you tell the difference between the male and
female?

A2: It is difficult to tell the difference by their appearance alone. In
“duets”, unison calls performed by a pair of cranes, the male’s single call
is followed by two calls from the female.

Q83: How long do they live?

A3: According to records, a tancho crane raised at the Kushiro Japanese
Crane Reserve has lived to be 36 years of age.

Q4: Is the red spot on the top of the tancho’s head feathers?
A4: No, it is exposed skin, similar to a chicken’s comb. It is made from a
collection of verrucous tissue, which reddens and becomes enlarged

when the bird becomes excited.

Photo by K. K. Lam (Hong Kong)
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Kushiro
Home of the Tancho Crane
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Spirits ©f the Wetlands
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A Year in the Life of a Tancho Crane
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Tancho build their nests at the end of March, and lay one or two eggs. The
male and female take turns incubating the egg, and chicks hatch after about
one month. The chicks are light brown in color, and about 15 cm long.
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Parents raise their chicks and protect them from
enemies such as crow or mink. In about 100
days, the chicks will grow to around the same
size as their parents, and learn to fly.
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A chick approximately 43 days
after hatching.

Cranes are considered
adolescent once they learn to fly.
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From late autumn to early winter, temperatures drop and natural food for the cranes
becomes scarce, prompting them to leave their territory in search of feeding
grounds. As the cranes’ food supply will disappear over winter, people provide food
for the cranes at these feeding grounds. By day the cranes visit feeding grounds,
and by night they reside in non-freezing wetland rivers.
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Adolescent cranes have
brown necks.

Around February and March, the “Tancho Dance” is often seen, but this
means that it will soon be time for parents to bid farewell to their children.
One day, parents will suddenly separate from their children by scaring them
away or driving them off, with many children left behind at the feeding
grounds. This is also the time when single cranes will seek a partner. The
season for parents to return from the feeding grounds to their nesting grounds
and raise their children begins.
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| 9:00~18:00(48 1 0 B~FEDA)
9:00~16:00 (FEDHDEA~4H9H)
RER:128318~1H3H
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. —TELS0154-56-2219
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Tancho Observation Map
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@Kushiro Japanese Crane Reserve (indoor & outdoor)
Hours: 9:00-18:00 (Apr 10 - 2nd Monday of Oct)
9:00-16:00 (2nd Tuesday of Oct - Apr 9)
Closed: Dec 31 -Jan 3
Admission: 470 yen (adult) 110 yen (junior high & younger)
TEL:0154-56-2219
Around 20 tancho live here throughout the year. Adorable chicks can
sometimes be observed in early summer.
Located about 6 km from Kushiro Airport. Akan Bus operates buses

@Akan International Crane Center “GRUS”

(indoor)
Hours: 9:00-17:00 / Open 365 days 15 - R
TEL: O,I 54'66'401 1 o Kitami & Akan Lakeside
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b W ¥ FIEEBSRI:8:30~16:30(11A~1BIX16:00) from Kushiro Airport and JR Kushiro Station.
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@ Tancho Observation Center (outdoor)

Open every day from Nov 1 to Mar 31

Hours: 8:30-16:30 (Closes at 16:00 between Nov and Jan)

Admission fee (common ticket with GRUS): 470 yen (adult), 240 yen (junior high &
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9:30~16:30(4B 1 0 H~ABEDAH)
10:00~15:30(xENHDEH~4F9R)

ounger) &El‘y:)i;/ruzribhl:l : KRER:
)l;eeding times (Dec - Feb): early morning TEL: 0154-66-3460 « &N mze g @ et shine L 128298~182H-12B~280KER
Feedings from Dec through Feb. <5 Syt S o ABERKAS70M (RFELTER)
Located about 20 km from Kushiro Airport. Akan Bus operates buses from Kushiro Cers fILRRES > TEL:0154-56-2121
Airport and JR Kushiro Station. 9’ aruboViewpoint HIBsZEEH Skm, FTER/ \Z AV IRTIRRERET K 5ETT

@Kushiro Zoo (outdoor)

FRLOARL —o 3 The Kushiro Zoo is home to the Tancho Crane Protection and
gﬁj’e . e _‘S@@ s Propagation Center.

(BR.EN) 57 ool ) Hours: 9:30-16:30 (Apr 10 - 2nd Monday of Oct)
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Closed: Dec 29 - Jan 2 and every Wednesday from Dec to Feb
Admission fee: 570 yen (adult), free (junior high & younger)

TEL: 0154-56-2121

Located 9 km from Kushiro Airport. Akan Bus operates buses from JR

Kushiro Station.
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€)Tsurui Ito Tancho Sanctuary (indoor & outdoor)
Open only between Oct and Mar Hours: 9:00-16:30
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Rest House Ikotto

Shitsugen Marshland
55 Pass

=]
Closed: Tuesdays & Wednesdays (You can watch the tancho outside.) Dec.26~Dec.30 ) %!ls%g%ﬁwﬁgfﬁkoad S5ODBERNHIERZ
Admission: free Feeding time: 9:00 TEL: 0154-64-2620 LIAZ ll SEFQBE*%:B\’S AT
This facility is managed by the Wild Bird Society of Japan. Knowledgeable staff look V%  H E FIIME
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Enjoy 5 local sightseeing spots

for 5 days at one special low price
with the Shitsugen Marshland 55 Pass!
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forward to sharing information with visitors. Located 35 km from Kushiro Airport. E *}% E]- Kixshiro Town

Akan Bus operates buses from JR Kushiro Station.

O=5: KEY

»
fchb&D
Shiranuka Town J|E&ZEE

Tancho Kushiro Airport
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ﬁ}ujﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ (FEAL14:3068 o RERRER R < $)I5% 7 TT Y A +Kushiro City Museum
m [ 7/?:HZP\EH?SRMT?}%;EL:T<\\%§7b\FEﬁJ&F‘:§f_$?%$ Shoro Sta. \ . ]EE% E gj\é/j_\\ 'KUShirO Japanese Crane Reserve
WP AL G 0 9o BIBERZEED S30km, PR/ \AHYURTIEEER & VIE T, . gb\ﬁﬁﬁ éizzo,i" > TrEYEE CHEREEY L — «Akan International Crane Center
@ Tsurumidai (outdoon) Oy o Michino ' lgkgr?éside station) G Kushiro City Museum —
Around 200 tancho fly over here during the winter months. e #&1020M Cost: 1,020 yen
Feeding times: earIy morning and around 14:30 ey - % \‘,&o(\ ............ I
Visitors may observe tancho up close, as they soar overhead in search of food. H]—Eg’%g@?j_ ?Tj— JELLD \ - . ‘ SRR IR TEEAZF . Learn about wetlands at Kushiro
Located 30 km from Kushiro Airport. Akan Bus operates buses from JR Kushiro HEEIZ PRCOTIF LB AVEIEREICASGWNTLIZEL, fRmEEREESTEERAB  City Museum, enjoy a stroll and
Station. BOE TR FAvERIEETY. 75y V2 TRELEV TR EL, o BORL BMECRROE el & he v fom st
OZZETHEVTREN ICHAEVNBAR VILEY2— y
E= == eV N N habitants of the wetlands at the
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" TEROEHZF 3o LC><Y  Kushiro Z d i th
U RHE BESED A DR TREG 2V F I EE Tancho Crane Observation Rules el Tt n g;;scérgf tﬁgls;:it ;‘til‘uee”\?vr;iﬁmdi
T BTEET T, YIRZSHEHSK30km, Do not enter restricted areas near tancho feeding grounds or roosting grounds. = ceve '
ST o JOPF the Japanese crane, at the Crane
= = . . Do not startle tancho to make them fly. Do not use flash photography.
S Y @ Otowabashi (Otowa Bridge) (outdoor) Do not litter Reserve and Crane Center.
¢ On early winter mornings, this bridge offers views of ’
tancho resting upon the river below. Located about - — [&17E] ) IIRRERYLO ANV aVBEeE  20uEI0BRT
30 km from Kushiro Airport. 0 1 5 10 20Km Published by Kushiro Tourism and Convention Association / Published in October 2014






